
ARIZONA QUARTER HORSE YOUTH ASSOCIATION CONSTITUTION AND BY LAWS


ARTICLE I

The name of the organization shall be the Arizona Quarter Horse Youth Association


ARTICLE II

The Association shall have as its main purpose and principal objectives:


Section 1. Development of leadership, initiative, self-reliance, sportsmanship, and other desirable 
traits of character.

Section 2. To promote pride of ownership of registered American Quarter Horses, in Arizona, 
among youths.

Section 3. Teaching and learning of Horsemanship.

Section 4. The members shall be expected to abide by the rules of the AQHA, as stated in the 
current AQHA rulebook.


ARTICLE III

Membership shall consist of Youth 18 years old and under as of January 1st of the current

calendar year. Dues shall be $25.00 annually, due January 1st of each year, delinquent thereafter.

Show points shall count from the date that the dues are received each calendar year.


ARTICLE IV

All members of the Association and their Parent/Guardian shall agree in writing to the following 
requirements for Active Membership.


Section 1. Active members shall be all these members paid up no later than April 30th each 
calendar year.

Section 2. Active members shall attend a minimum of 1 youth meeting (to be held at AzQHA 
approved event) by April 30th.

Section 3. Active Members shall complete 8 Hours of Volunteer work, with a minimum of four 
hours completed at AzQHA Events. The youth executive committee will provide a list of events 
and committee's where these hours can be served.

Section 4. Active Members shall fundraise a minimum of $200 through AzQHA Youth 
Fundraisers.

Section 5. Residents of another state desiring to achieve Active Member status with AzQHYA 
must attend a minimum of 4 AzQHA approved events during the AQHA Youth World qualifying 
period (May 1st - April 30th), perform all of the required volunteer hours within the state of 
Arizona as well as meet all of the requirements documented above. All out of state Youth will 
need to contact the Youth advisor for acceptance to the AzQHA youth world show team.

Section 6. Volunteer and Fundraising activities and the respective completion forms must be 
submitted to the Youth Advisor no later than April 30th to be considered active for the year. 


ARTICLE V

There shall be one head youth advisor and as many co-advisors as needed. Each co-advisor will oversee 
certain tasks or projects. The advisors shall be appointed by the youth members and the AzQHA board.


ARTICLE VI




Officers elected shall be as follows: President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Reporter, plus age 
group Representatives to create the AzQHYA Board of Directors. Members must have completed ONE 
Year as an ACTIVE member to be eligible for Board of Director Election.


Section 1. The duties of the President shall be as follows; preside over all meetings of this 
association. The President shall appoint any committees, which shall be deemed necessary for the 
efficient operation of the association.

Section 2. The duties of the Vice President shall be to assist the President and act for the President 
if he or she were to be absent from the office. The Vice Presidents may also be called upon to 
help any of the other officers when Necessary.

Section 3. The duties of the Secretary shall be to keep minutes of all meetings. The Secretary shall 
keep an up to date roster of the Association members. Also the Secretary shall keep attendance 
records and any other required rosters.

Section 4. The duties of the Treasurer shall be to make sure dues have been collected and keep 
updated on the Association' financial records. The Treasurer shall stand as the Fundraising 
Committee Chair.

Section 5. The duties of the Reporter shall be to report AzQHYA Youth Advisor monthly, and any 
other Horse/Youth related publication of all AzQHYA events. The Reporter shall stand as the 
Social Media Committee Chair.

Section 6. The duties of the 14-18 Representative and 13 & Under Representative shall be 
reporting to the Youth Advisor following AzQHA events regarding the respective age group 
involvement. The Age Group Representatives shall serve as a member of the social media & 
fundraising Committees’.


ARTICLE VII

There shall be a minimum of two general meetings and four Board of Directors meetings per year. The 
months of July and August will serve as months for the purpose of nomination and electing Officers and 
Board members by email ballots. The change of Directors will take place on September 1st. There shall 
be up to 17 members of the Board of Directors.


ARTICLE VIII

The Arizona Quarter Horse Youth Association, being a non-profitable organization, shall not be

responsible for loss due to accident, theft or otherwise, sustained by any member, visitor or guest.


ARTICLE IX

To qualify for the Arizona State Youth World Team the youth must be enrolled and must be attending 
school in Arizona, or one parent of the youth must have their primary living residence

in Arizona or youth must complete AQHYA Change of Affiliation application, as per the rules of

AQHYA to be considered for the Arizona youth team. All Arizona Youth that plan on attending

and showing at the American Quarter Horse Youth World show representing the state of Arizona

must contact the AzQHA Youth Advisor.


Section 1. National Qualifying: All youth that show and receive the necessary AQHA qualifying 
points for each class can Nationally qualify to be on the Arizona team.

Section 2. State Qualifying: Those that do not qualify nationally may be on the youth team by 
state qualifying in their classes. The state qualified youth must be one of the Top 4 points earners 
in the state points in the respective class for the qualifying year. Youth qualifying dates will be 
from May 1 -April 31 making qualifying a full year.




Section 3. The Youth Advisor may allow up to 6 state qualifiers in certain more popular classes. 
Priority for state qualified entries will be given to Active Members. To be considered for a State 
Qualified entry, members must submit a Youth World Show Declaration Form by April 30th of 
the current year.

Section 4. The Stall & Entry Fees for all Level 1, Level 2 & Level 3 AQHA Classes at the AQHA 
Youth World Show will be sponsored by the AzQHA for all members meeting the Active Member 
Requirements outlined in Article IV 


Section 4a. If classes or stalls are paid by AzQHA and are canceled unless sickness/
lameness of the horse, those costs will be reimbursed back to AzQHA by the parents of 
the youth.

Section 4b. Non-active Association  members wishing to attend YWS with Team Arizona, 
will be responsible for all their expenses.


ARTICLE X

The Youth Excellence Seminar will be held by the American Quarter Horse Association each

July. AzQHYA Members are encouraged to attend. The AzQHA shall sponsor the registration,

travel, & accommodations for up to SIX (6) Active Association members. These members will

represent the Four voting delegates for the seminar, as well as two attendees.


Section 1. The Four Delegates will be selected as follows:

a. Priority will go to those campaigning for a National Director or Officer

position. In the event of more than four Members desiring to Campaign, priority

will be given to the member with fewer years of Youth Eligibility.

b. If there are fewer than four campaigning members, priority will be

given to the AzQHYA Board of Directors.

c. Any remaining Delegate positions and the two attendee positions will be

open to the AzQHYA General membership.


Section 2. In the event that more than six AZQHA members would like to attend, any spot not 
filled by a campaigning member or Board of Director will be put to a vote among the general 
membership. Additional Active Members wishing to attend will have the opportunity to present to 
the AzQHA Board and may attend at AzQHA’s expense with AzQHA Board Approval. 


ARTICLE XI

The AZQHA Board offers an Interview Scholarship Competition during the Fall Championship Show. In 
order to be considered for these awards, Youth Members must meet active requirements for the year. This 
includes completion and submission of forms for volunteer work and fundraising no later than April 30th. 


ARTICLE XII

This Constitution and By-Laws, when approved by the Arizona Quarter Horse Youth

Association shall stand until amended hereafter by a 51% of the members present at any

Association meeting.


Additionally, the AZQHA President must sign and approve all amendments proposed by the

AzQHYA Board.


+Revised and amended constitution and by-laws of the Arizona Quarter Horse Youth

Association as of April 31st, 2024


