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Dear Member,

I appreciate you taking the time to look over the information on the AzQHA scholarship 
program. This is a program we strongly believe in and it has already created positive 
growth in our youth division. We are seeking donations to the scholarship fund that 
will be awarded at the Arizona Fall Championship Show. The Arizona Quarter Horse 
Association board of directors has voted to match dollar for dollar all donations to the 
fund. While I understand that we are all inundated with requests for sponsorships and 
donations, this is a contribution that truly makes a difference. Not only does it help 
encourage involvement in our sport, it has the ability to impact a young person’s life. 
Enclosed you will find information on some of last year’s recipients, an information 
sheet and a handy envelope to return your donation. If you have any questions or 
suggestions, please feel free to contact me at any time.

S I N C E R E LY,
B R E N D A N B ROW N
A ZQ H A D O N AT I O N S 
C O M M I T T E E
480-818 -7923
B B Q H O R S E @ G M A I L .C O M
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AzQHA Scholarship Programs

AzQHA has developed an innovative scholarship program designed to encourage membership and reward 
excellence. 

The ASCENT program awards scholarships to Interscholastic Equestrian Association competitors at a 
competition during the Arizona Fall Championship Show. In order to qualify for these awards, they must be 
AzQHYA members and show at two of the three No Bling Shows. This program has added many new youth 
members, as well as competitors and spectators at our shows.

Last year, with the generous support of Dr Joni Hegel, our Association was able to award five $1,000 
scholarships to Arizona Quarter Horse Youth Association members. These were awarded based on an 
interview, AzQHYA participation and community service. At last year’s Fall Championship Show, twenty-
three youth members interviewed for these scholarships. I was one of the panel who conducted the interviews 
and I can tell you that we have an impressive group of young people involved in our organization. Their 
enthusiasm and optimism was contagious, and I was honored to have been a part of the process. With your 
help, we can continue to expand this program. This year, we would like to double the number of scholarships 
awarded. The need is great, the kids are amazing and donations are a well-spent investment in the future.

• 100% of the funds are available for scholarships.
• Scholarships may be used at any accredited university or trade school.
• AzQHA has the flexibility to make changes as the program evolves.
• Available to any AzQHYA member.
• Encourages participation in Arizona equine events.
• Creates educational opportunities for our youth.
• AzQHA matches dollars for dollar your donation.



Kayle Hamm
Hello my name is Kaylee Hamm. I am 17 years old and a senior at 
Cactus Shadows High School in Cave Creek. I have been a member of 
AzQHYA for eight years. Being a part of AzQHYA has allowed me to be 
myself and be able to be passionate about what I love. This organization 
has given me many opportunities to meet many youth and others in the 
Quarter Horse world and beyond. One of these opportunities included 
going to the AQHYA YES seminar, which was a great experience, because 
I got to meet other youth members from all over the country and a few 
from  out of the United States. In high school, I have been the DECA Business and Marketing club’s president 
for the last two years. Being involved in both AQHA and DECA has given me more confidence and leadership 
skills which will last a lifetime.

Outside the show ring, there are endless opportunities to get involved in AzQHYA or even AQHA. Volun-
teering is an opportunity that I have always tried to be a part of, whether it was donating food to our local 
food bank, laminating number at the Sun Circuit show, or selling raffle tickets. During these last two years in 
youth, I will continue volunteering both with AzQHYA and through my high school and college. Last year, I 
was awarded one of the AzQHYA scholarships for my hard work, community service, and involvement in my 
community. I truly appreciate the scholarship and everything that AzQHYA does for its youth and the horse 
industry. After I age out of youth, I want to take any chance that I can to get involved with my community and 
with AzQHA. I believe that we should all try to pay it forward and get involved in whatever capacity we can.


Kate Buchanan
Kate Buchanan has been riding since she was 5 years old. She started 
out participating in Pony Club and eventing until she moved to Arizo-
na when she was 10 years old. She fell in love with reining and started 
training with Matt Mills. Since her start in reining, she has won sever-
al championships including Cactus Classic Maturity and Youth, High 
Roller Youth, Sun Circuit Youth, AQHA Novice Youth, and a Bronze 
finish at the AQHyA World. She also competes in the Ranch Riding, 
Roping and Cow horse. She made the finals at the AQHyA in both 
Ranch Riding and Youth Boxing. She loves horses and has her sights 
set on competing at the collegiate level and hopefully joining an NCAA 
equestrian team.

Meet our 2017 Recipients



Ariel Olvey

As a member of the AZQHA I have been a part of amazing programs 
like the Y.E.S Conference and Youth Horse Heritage program. My 
heritage horse is named, Killian’s Doc Pep, or Pepper for short. Pepper 
came for the Killian’s ranch in Arizona.

I grew up around animals, horses mostly. I’ve been riding American 
Quarter Horses since I was very young. The role model that made me 
pursue the veterinary field was my grandfather. He was an outstanding 
veterinarian for over 75 years. 

I attended Arizona Agribusiness and Equine Center (AAEC) for high school. I graduated high school with 
honors and a certificate of merit in veterinary science.

I’m graduating from Paradise Valley Community College(PVCC) spring of 2018 with an Associate’s degree 
and honors in Phi Theta Kappa. Going on to the University of Arizona, I am enrolled in veterinary science as 
my major and I plan to be a part of the equestrian team at the university.

I was awarded a 1000-dollar scholarship fall of last year that helps pay for my tuition this semester. I am very 
thankful for the Joe and Suzy Jean scholarship program, sponsored by Dr. Joni Hegel.


Quinn Eisenfeld

Quinn Eisenfeld is an 8th Grader at Cicero Preparatory Academy, a 
Great Hearts School. She is actively involved in school activities serving 
as a mentor and tutor to students, as well as recently being nominated by 
her teachers and administration to be a Centurion leader(a voice of the 
students in school decision making).

Quinn started riding horses when she was 4 years old, and has been actively 
involved in showing Arabian horses for the majority of that time. However, 
she recently “fell in love” with quarter horses and has officially made the 
leap to the AQHA with the recent purchase of a beautiful 5 year old 
AQHA mare. Quinn enjoys reining, ranch riding, and horsemanship, and 
cannot wait to become actively involved in the AzQHA youth group! She 
is extremely honored to have been chosen as a recipient of the scholarship 
and would like to thank the committee and Dr. Joni Hegel for the opportunity. Quinn would like to use her 
scholarship to attend Texas A&M or Auburn and major in philosophy and business with the hopes of going 
to law school and becoming and entertainment attorney.



Shandiin Farrell 

My name is Shandiin Farrell I am 19 years old from 
Cow Springs, Arizona. I have been a member of the 
Arizona Quarter Horse Association for the past 15 
years and served as an AQHYA regional director! I am 
currently a sophomore at New Mexico State Univer-
sity studying Agricultural Extension and Education. 
I am also a member of the NMSU Rodeo Team and 
Zeta Tau Alpha Sorority. I grew up with the Arizona 
Quarter Horse Association and it allowed me to come 
out of my shell and prepared me to take on various 
leadership positions on my team, sorority, and at the 
AQHYA national level! This year I was lucky enough 
to receive a scholarship from AzQHA! I’d like to ex-
press my thanks to the AzQHA board members and 
all of the gracious donors for not only a scholarship 
but for all the opportunities that they have provided 
me over the years!




